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THE TRUE GOSPEL. 

The true Gospel is proved from its agreement with 
the attributes of God and from its consistency with it- 
self. 

The systems of divinity with which the world has 
been entertained, have invariably been inconsistent 
both with the perfections ofthe Deity and with them- 
selves. While endless misery has been preached as 
flowing from the justice of God against sin; the mer- 
cy of God has been preached as counteracting the 
designs of justice, by pleading for those, whom jus- 
tice condemns, Here justice and mercy are set in 
direct opposition to each- other. They have never 
embraced each other, nor can this ever be effected 
unless there be a change to that effect. In preach- 
ing suchideas and exhibiting such a gospel, it is evi- 
dent that there is no agreement between the doc- 
trine preached, and the perfections or attributes of 
the Deity. 

Every thing, which speaks of changability in the 
Deity; every thing which represents him as partial; 
may be considered as a system not agreeing with the 
divine character ; nor can it agree with itself; be- 
cause, while it would fain be of a lenient spirit, and 
to represent God as good; it in fact does represent 
him in the most unfavorable point of view. 

I consider the matter before us to be this im sub. 
stance, that there ts one, and but one system of divin- 
ity which is consistent with thexattributes of God, and 
which is likewise, consistent with itself. Although 
there have been many systems invented and propa- 
gated in the world; yet there never has been but 
one, which can stand the test ofa fair and candid in- 
vestigation. 1 believe, that after saying this, espe- 
cially if a stop were now put to any further remarks, 
that every denomination of men would acquiesce, 
and acknowledge that it was even so, and that there 
could be but one right and consistent system of divin- 
ity. But such is the nature of man, so blind and.so 
selfish is man, and such the force of an early educa- 
tion;that man is always prone to believe his ownsystem 
to be right however inconsistent; and that the sys- 
tem of his neighbor is wrong however weighty the 
arguments in its favor. I would further state, that it 
is of the last consequence to examine and search af- 
ter the truth with diligence; to seek it in earnest 
to search for it as for hidden treasures, and to be wil. 
ling to acknowledge it when convinced of its reality. 
Would men but act on this principle, and use dili- 
gence, I have no hesitancy in saying that I believe 
all men might attain this knowledge. All the sys- 
tems of men on the score of religion may be resolved 
into three. 


FA OT NS LT ELA SI CENTS A 

I. 4 partial salvation on the footing grace. 

I]. 4 partial salvation on the footing of conditions. 

II. An unlimited salvation on the footing ofgrace. 

On some one of these grounds, all men entertain 
a secret hope or cherish an expectation of happiness. 
I would have it distinctly understood and remember- 
ed, that all men entertain an hope of felicity; they 
are prisoners of hope, they are subjected in hope.— 
All men in imminent danger, ask for mercy and are 
persuaded that there is merey and forgiveness with 
|God. This mercy, they believe, may be obtained 
on condition of penitence and reformation on, their 
part, or on the footing of grace only. This all be- 
lieve for themselves. As to the extent of salvation 
toothers, their faith conforms to their creed. 

We now proceed to show, that there can be buy 
one system of divinity consistent with the divine at- 
tributes. More than one system of the kind would 
be anabsurdity. Declarations may be made and 
truths thereby be manifested, which are consistent 
with the divine ‘attributes; in this case whatever 
system should disagree with the above system, would 
differ from the attributes of the Deity. Two sys- 
tems differing materially between themselves, can 
never both agree with one pattern. Hence, in or 
der to understand whether any system be right, we 
must consider the pattern, and then whether the 
system agree with the pattern. Thus, the attributes 
of God being the pattern, there can be but one sys- 
tem agreeing with this pattern. | 

We proceed now to show, which of the three a- 
bove named systems agrees with the divine attri- 
dutes, because we have proved that all of them can- 
not. The divine perfections are harmonious; other- 
wise God must be divided against himself; it is evi- 
dent, likewise, that God is disposed to rerey; and 
that he can show mercy consistently. With no oth- 
erdata, we now ask whether a partial salvation on 
the footing of grace can agree with the pattern or 
attributes of the Deity? We answer in the nega. 
tive; because, if God be disposed to mercy and can 
consistently shew mercy and yet never will do it; it 
would be evident that his system of operation would 
elash with his own perfections: consequently any 
system of ours, which goes to shew, that God never 
will accomplish that, which he is disposed to do, and 
which he can do consistently; would be a system 
not harmonizing with the divine perfections. 

Now our Calvinistic brethren contend that salva- 
tion is of grace; so far they are right; *but they go 
farther and say, that the gospel (though a system of 
grace) is yet, a purtial system, designed only for a 
part of mankind, On this ground it is evident that 
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the operation of grace does not correspond with — 
harmony of the divine perfections, 1! contradicts t is 
truth that God is disposed to be merciful, and proves 
that he cannot consistently save only in @ limited 
sense. Hence, (according to them) God never was 
disposed to be merciful only to a few ; it was never 
his wish, will, purpose or determination that any of 
the human family should be saved, butan elect few ; 
aud that it is his eternal, unchangeable will, pur- 
pose, determination or decree that all those whom 
he has not thus elected, should be consinged to un- 
speakable torments without end or mitigation. 

This is the partial salvation on the footing of 
grace, which bas been the orthodoxy of the christian 
world for ages. It has been received as the sacred 
truth of revelation, while it exhibits the most awful, 
the most dishonorable character ofa Being, whom 
we are instructed to call the infinite God and the ob- 
ject of adoration. Now this system of partial grace 
we reprobate, because it is inconsistent with the at- 
tributes of Deity ; it is inconsistent with God’s deal- 
ings with men in this life and wholly repugnant to 
this blessed truth that God is disposed to be mercifal. 

The character of God, as exhibited by Calvin, 
appears to me to clash with the character given of 
him in the scriptures, and makes him a partial, and, 
to the most of his creatures, a being to be dreaded. 
Ifthe Almighty were a being of perfect malevolence: 
he would be no more to be dreaded, by a great part 
of mankind, than he is under the representation of 
John Calvin. According to him God is the eternal, 
unchangeable enemy of all men except an elected 
few. Hence, the doctrine of partial salvation on the 


Calvin, does not agree with the attributes of the De- 
ity 


Paul says, if it, (meaning our exemption from sin, 
and our complete felicity) be of works, then it is ng 
more grace; otherwise work is no more work; but 
if it be of grace then itis no more work ; otherwise 
grace is no more grace. 

It hence appears, that neither partial salvation, on 
the footing of conditions, are consistent with the at- 
tributes of the Deity. The former supposes him to 
be partial in his love and goodness; the latter sup_ 
poses him to be indifferent to the happiness or mis- 
ery of his creatures entirely. 

III. An unlimited salvation on the fuoting of grace. 

Having examined the two preceding particulars, 
and finding them to be inconsistent with the attri- 
butes of the Deity; we will consider the third, viz. 
unlimited salvation on the footing of grace. These 
three plans, comprehend all that can be conceived, 
and besides them there is no other possible. God 
must determine the happiness of some, and the mise. 
ry ofthe rest;-or he must be an indifferent spectator 
so far as to resolve it into conditions to be performed 
by man; or he must determine the salvation of all. 
The two first, (as we have seen) are not true, be. 
cause they agree not with the divine attributes; the 
last we will now consider. 

The sin of man is the only consideration, why it 
has ever been supposed that God would reject and 
cast off his creature, for it would be very unnatura} 
to conclude that he would make creatures and con- 
demn them, if they remained innocent. The sin of 
man, then, is that and that only, which can separate 
man from God’slove We have only to enquire wheth- 
erit ever will, or ever can? God is love, this love 
is exhibited under the idea of justice or mercy, truth 
and holiness, faithfulness, goodness, &¢. Justice is 
love, mercy is love, holiness and goodness are love, 





Il. A partial salvation on the footing of conditions, 
This is the scheme of Arminius, and we shall find 
it no less absurd and inconsistent, than that of Calvin. 

The notion of a conditional salvation is quite as 
absurd as that of the election of some and the repro- 
bation of others. It destroys all ideas of any plan of 
Deity, and every notion of grace, and makes all our 
hopes depend on onrselves, not on God. It destroys 
every idea of grace, and builds our salvation on the 
footing of works. In short, it is a legal, nota salya- 
tion of grace. Neither the art nor the wit of man, 
can make out a salvation of grace, which is founded 
on conditions. 

The salvation, or the rest and happmess, which are 
present, depend upon our obedience and conformity 
to God in this life. “ Inkeeping the commands there 
is great reward.” This jis the salvation, which we 
are required to work out. But our entire exempt- 
ion from sin and our entire conformity to God is the 
work, which belongs to, and is performed only by a 
inediator operating only according to the design and 
purpose of God, who has purposed in this way to re- 
concile man to himself. Hence all the good found 
im man, and all the duties performed by man, are 


the effects of that grace by which , 
i piclicosl. by which alone his salyation 


&c. It is difficult for creatures to determine which is 
most to be loved, his mercy, justice or goodness.— 
In short, God is one, and all his attributes are har- 
monious in the great object which his infinite wis- 
dom and goodness have devised. Justice does not 
demand one thing and mercy its opposite; but the 
justice of God is equally engaged with mercy for man’s 
salvation. 

Now I ask, whether it be a rational idea, to be- 
lieve that man should be able to destroy the love of 
God? I ask further, whether the destruction of God's 
love would not be the destruction of God himself? 
If God were changed from love to hatred, would he 
remain such a being as his word and works represent 
him ? No, he would be changeable, and he would be 
hatred instead of love. TI hence conclude, that nei- 
ther sin nor thesinner can change the nature of God. 
He is not only love, bul unchangeable love. From 
these considerations, it appears to me, that the hap- 
piness of all men will be effected, however sinful and 
wretched their present state may be. There is no 
other plan which can be agreeable to the divine per- 
fections except that of unlimited salvation. 

The above reasoning I believe to be confirmed by 


the united voice of the works and the revelation of 
the Deity. 
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We are sensible that sin and misery would never 
end, if God was not disposed to afford help. Man hag 
ruined himself; but hark! in God his help is to be 
found. Look unto me, says God, aad be ye saved to 
the ends of the earth. 

It has been a matter of admiration, that man of 
learning and piety should so far deviate from reason 
and the voice of God in his works and word as to 
preach the hatred of God to man, and that this hatred 
wwould be endless, and accompanied with endless tor- 
ments. It appears to have been a doctrine, which 
the clergy have never sufficiently examined, and 
they have preached this doctrine as that, which they 
have taken for granted; orthey have preached it, 


‘not believing it, that they might continue in favor 


with their brethren. 
The duty of every preacher, wherever he preaches 


‘ and to whomsoever he preaches, is to show the miser- 


able state of man by sin; the love of God to him, 
notwithstanding his sin, and that Christ has proved 
this love of God (not procured it as the same clergy 
preach) by his coming into the world to reveal clear- 
ly, that the purpose ef God was the salvation not the 
condemnation of the ‘world. | 

Irom every consideration on the reason of the case, 
from the language of creation, of Providence; from 
ihe mission of Christ, and all that he bas done as a 
proof that he will save that, which was lost, and from 
the harmony of the divine attributes, we infer unolim- 
ited salvation on the footing of grace. 


_ REMARKS, 
This subject teaches us that the Gospel is the cer- 


tain news of salvation; not salvation on condition of 
Ifsalyation, (I mean eternal 
because 


our doing this or that. 
life) be conditional, it is no news at all; 
nothing can be announced as certain in the case; 
and to me it is certain on that footing that salvation 
or eternal life nevet can be announced, because no 
one ever did or can perform such conditions. 

How strange, then, isthat preaching, in which men 
are taught that God will pardon and save, if men wilj 
repent and believe? making salvation conditional. 
If salyation be not sure for sinners before they believe 
what is there for them to believe? Faith in Jesus 
Christ can have nothing short of eternal life, as its 
object, and this object was as certain before it was 
believed, as afterward. Faith makes no alteration 
in the divine purpose, which he purposed in himself 
before the believer was born or the world was made. 
Faith brings a person to the enjoyment of that salva- 
tion, which from eternity was sure in the divine pur- 
pose or intention. Hence faith has no power to in- 
tluence God in our favor, and this was never the de 


sign of it; but it is that by which we are put in pos. 
session of that, which God eternally designed as ou" 


portion, viz. eternal life. Thus neither faith norre 
pentance nor any other duty required of man, is re- 


quired with a view to make God propitiows, but to | Vain, to assign a satisfactory cause. 
put man in the possession of the blessedness which | | 


God eternally designed for bim. 
This view of salvation is consistent not only with | 
the perfections of God, bnt it is consistent with itself; | 





but Calvin’s and Arminius’s schemes are inconsistent 
with both. If God be love unchangeable ; there 
can be no scheme of man consistent with such love, 
which admits of endless hatred: but theucheme both 
of Calvin and Arminius do admit of it; but the doc. 
trine of unlimited and unchangeable love agrees with 
a God of such a character. Hence it is a trne dor- 
trine. It likewise agrees with itself. It plainly de- 
clares what the divine character is, what his designs 
are, and that they will be accomplished. It teaches 
man his duty, and shews him the ground of his hope, 
viz. the divine unchangeable love. I[t tends to har- 
monize all men into one harmonious society, and t® 
love as brethren. It is the only doctrine which can 
rationally excite men to love the blessed God. 

Calvin's scheme makes God to be divided against 
himself and against his creatures. The scheme of 
Arminius sets every thing afloat, andthere is no o- 
ther ground of hope than the fickle, unstable will of 
man; but the doctrine for which I contend builds 
the hope of all men (and all are prisoners of 
hope) upon him who is infinite and unchangeable wm 
love.—Eptrtor. 
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CLERICAL IMPUDENCE. 
NO. IV. 

I hive mentioned a singularity that asually 
characterizes the conduct of the “ orthodox cler- 
gy,” in their obtrusive visits. It is their singu- 
lar selections of the objects of their partiality —~ 
These selections are made with a strange, if 
not mysterious caprice; and are so conducted 
as to include only such as are supposed to pos- 
sess, at least, a wavering opinion of the merits 
and propriety of such proceedings. In the lan- 
guage of an elegant writer, * they cautiously a- 
void the dangerous encounter of philosophers, 
and insinuate themselves into those minds, whom 
their age, their sex, or their education, has the 
best disposed to receive the imipression of su- 
perstitious terrors.””A few individual exceptions 
to this rule, itis certain have occurred recently 
among us, but their number is so diminutive that 
those cases bear the character of accident, rath- 
er than design. This opinion gathers fresh 
strength from the fact, that where such devia- 
tions from the usual practices have occurred, 
and the “ clergyman” has been met, as in a few 
instances has been the case, with something like 
an attempt at a rational investigation of the mer- 
its of his principies, the object of his visitation 
has from that time forth been left in full and un- 
disturbed possession of all his errors of belief 
and practice ;_ while the benevolent and charit- 
able instructions of the spiritual father have been 
‘unhesitatingly transfered to objects less nice in 
| their distinctions of merit and propriety. 

For this course, many have labored, but in 
We have 
‘the most unequivocal testimony of the “ clergy” 

' themselves, that their object is solely the good 
| of the impenitent heretic ; and the charge, there- 
| fore, which mnbelief has urged, namely, a desire 
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to augment power by an increase of the _ 
ber of the faithful, must stand directly ee 
to this most respectable evidence. With this 
-ofutation of a supposed calumny before us, ws 
are still left to grope our way, unheeded, Ore 
the murky gloom of conjecture in search of tha 
ly secret and hidden cause which in-. 
s asthipr Wg ivine Master 
duces the professed apostle of our Divine : 
to abandon to his fate the reasoning though ob- 
durate unbeliever, and to turn wholly to such 
whose minds will more readily, and without a 
question, receive a clearer impress of those fi- 
gures of doctrine which he piously labors to ren- 
der permanent and secure. It nas been often 
urged that a mind naturally turned to philosoph- 
ical researches, though harder to impress, be- 
cause more prone to weigh and consider, will 
also retain much the longest, any impression 
once made—and is therefore the most suitable 
depository of these valuable precepts. Nor does 
this reason stand alone. Such minds are the 
most likely, when once convinced, to convince 
others; since nothing is received by them, which 
is not introduced with aclear and definite rea- 
son, that entitlesit to credit. This reason, which 
is always at hand, isready to be given to an- 
other, in answer to any objections he may raise, 
and very likely, therefore, to carry conviction 
home to the is:dividual. | 
But these arguments however reasonable in 
themselves, have not influenced our “ orthodox 
clergy” tc follow the course by them pointed 
out: a cours’ the most likely to increase the 
number of those who by rejecting error, shall 
throw the weight of their influence upon the side 
of truth. Se averse are the “orthodox” tosuch 
a measure, ‘rom whatever motive, their per- | 
petual prectice is the reverse—so much so, that 
it usually happens, where they have by mistake 
or otery ise, made an imprudent choice, by fix- 
Ing Upon 4 person accustomed to investigation, 
the very first questiop or remark, in oppositiou 


——_ 


is it possible to overcome that opinion which 
has taken root in the public mind, namely, that 
far less desire is manifested by: the “ clergy,” in 


the coursethey purste, than their preaching and’ 


conversation would otherwise induce us to sup. 
pose they possessed. 


xX 
-2.t 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
A LETTER, 

To the Rev. Mr. Brown, Baptist preacher of Buffaln, 

Dear Sir: On the evening of last sabbath I 
attended your lecture atthe Presbyterian Chap. 
e] in this village, and listened with candid at. 
tention to your remarks on the words found in 
2 Peter, iii. 13. From the manner of your 
communication I was induced to admit your 
sincerity, «and from what you advanced upon 
that subject I have formed the opinion, that you 
will be willing to communicate to the public 
some farther information if requested. Not 
having time or opportunity to derive from you 
verbalinstruction, and having understood that 
you receive the numbers of this paper, and _be- 
ing convinced also that others would be happy 
to receive farther light upon the subject intro- 
duced in your discourse, I take the liberty to 
propose a few queries for your consideration. 

I beg of you to believe me when I say, that 
no other consideration besides a desire to know 


the truth has moved me to address you in this 


manner ; and I fondly hope you will avail 
yourself of the opportunity guaranteed in the 
prospectus of this publication, to reply as soon 
as may be consistent with your affairs, io the 
enquiries which follow. 

If Trightly understand your discourse, you 
advanced and attempted to support the follow- 
ing propositions, viz: 1. ‘That there is to be a 
day of general judgment after the general res- 
urrection of mankind from the dead to immor- 
tality; and that at this future day. of judgment 


to the sentiment advanced, has been the signal , mankind should be judged and disposed of ac- 


for the teacher to desist,—and never, with the 
same individual, to return to the subject. 

{tis to this cause, perhaps, as much as to any 
other, that we are toatiribute the unusual want 
of success which has marked the recent and 
multiplied labors of these “ clergy” among us, 
There is so large a portion of our population, 
who require a reason for their belief, that the 
“orthodox,” while thns employed in attempts 
to spread their own faith have visibly increased 
the uumbers of those who hold an opposite sen- 
tment. Having learnt, by experience that 
their visits must be apportioned and bestowed 
with the utmost caution, to avoid an unpleasant 
alternative, they have contracted their walks to 
very narrow limits, chosing to suffer the charge 
of wilfully leaving a majority of their neighbors 
in peaceable possession of what they piously 
call a ruinous error, rather than by investiga- 
ting their faith, show the pretended fallacy of the 
ed Hee upon which it is,in connection with 

e Sacred Volume, built and supported. Nor 





cording to the deeds done in the body. 2. That 
a part of the human race shall then be sentenced 
to endless burnings, end a part taken into, the 
new heavens mentioned in your text, there to re- 
main to eternity. I presume, Sir, that you wili 
not deny the fact that the above propositions 


were advanced in your discourse ; and now per- ' 


mit me to call your attention again to this im- 
portant subject for a few moments. 

You are denominated by all who know you, 
a Calvinist Baptist, and in your sermon we had 
some proof, calculated to confirm us in the opit- 
ion that you are properly so consideied. As ® 
matter of course, then, you with Calvinists gen- 
erally “ maintain that, God hath chosen a ce!- 
tain number of the fallen race of Adam in Christ 
before the foundation of the world, unto eternal 
glory, according to his immutable purpose, and 
of his free grace and love, without the least 
foresight of faith, good works, or any conditions 
performed by the creature ; and that,~ the rest 
of mankind he was pleased to pass by, and 
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dain to dishonor and wrath, for their sins, to 
the praise of his vindictive justice.” In your 
discourse, if | understood it, you declared, in 
accordance with the above “ first point of Cal- 
vinism,” that the new heavens, &c. was to be 
inhabited by those whom God had chosen in 
Christ to eternal glory before the fouadation of 
the world, ard by none else. This being un- 
derstood, I desire to know what necessity there 
is, or ever will be, of another denunciation of 
damnation against the noa-elect, or declaration 
of salvation for the elect, when in fact, according 
to your discourse, this sentence was pronounced 
by Jehovah before the foundation of the earth 
was laid? You told your audience, that the 
new heaven was to be reserved for the elect, 
the chosen, the vessels of mercy, the sheep, or 
the righteous, and you informed us that there 
is to be a future day of judgment, when men 
shall be sentenced to hell, or taken to heaven ;— 
and that their different conditions will be de- 
termined by their good or bad works here on 
earth. Now kind Sir, permit me toask you ene 
plain question. Can one of the non-efect, ever, 
by any means, obtain the new heaven you so el- 
egantly described ? Do not misunderstand me. 
Can one of those whom God, before the founda- 
tion of the world passed by, and ordained to 
dishonor and wrath for their sins, ever obtain the 
state of happiness to which you alluded ? Or 
to render it more plain, can one of those whom 
God hath chosen to eternal glory, ever be dost? 
Was not the doom of the wicked, and the bliss 
of the elect determined before the earth and 
heaven thatnow is were made? Methinks I 
hear you say, that the eternal decrees of God 
have and will stand fast, taough the mountains 
be removed! Then I again demand, for what 
purpose will mankind be again judged. Or if 
you please, what effect will the good or bad 
works ofthe elect, or non-eleet have upon the 
final decision of that future day of which you 


‘said so much; when Deity without the least 


foresight of faith, good works or any conditions 
performed by the creature, decided the fate of 
both parties before the world began ?—Perhaps 
you may reply, that they will be raised and as- 
sembled, to hear their sentence. Then let me 
ask what will be the purport of the death-war- 
rant of the wicked. Surely it will not be said, 
‘* depart, &c, for I was hungry and ye fed me 
not,’’ &c. for their fate was determined without 
the least foresight of any condition performed 
or not performed:by the creature. If, then, this 
sentence of condemnation is in accordance with 
your views, will it not probably amount to this; 
*‘ Depart ye cursed, for although ye were as good 
and perhaps better than many of the elect, yet 
[ saw fit to pass you by, and ordain you to dis- 
honor and wrath to the praise of my vindictive 


justice before the foundation of the world ? But 


you may tell me, that the bible supports you in 
the ideas maintained in your discourse, and that 
you resort to that for proof. Very well; then 
italso proves another fact equally strong. If 


ne ee ee me 


the word of God supports your first proposition, 
it proves beyond a single doubt, that the first 
point of your faith is anti-scriptural and absurd. 
For the idea of a futwre judgment to pass sen- 
tence against those who were sentenced to hell 
before the foundation of the world, is so absurd 
and ridiculous, that unless you can throw some 
farther light upon the subject, I shall be com- 
pelled to place the whole of your system, in it- 
selfevidently contradictory, among those abom- 
inations a combination of which, by some has 
been considered the “* mystery of iniquity.” 
Again: You also endeavored to convey the 
idea that the happiness of the saints, and the 
miseries of the damned will be eternal or end- 
less. Now Sir, f am noi disposed to enter at 
this time into a defence of the negative of your 
proposition, for I will frankly confess, that until 
you support the affirmative by some more plau- 
sible arguments than those then adduced, I shall 
contend to but little advantage. But admitting 
your premises correct, I beg leave to draw a 
few conclusions, which tome appear logical and 
consequently _ irresistible. he new heaven 
you informed us, was purchased for sinners by 
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, andis to be obtain- 
ed by an exescise of faith, &c. However palpa- 
bly this may have contradicted other parts of 
your discourse, I shall admit it for the sake of 
illustrating the difficulties which seem to hang 
about your doctrine. Towards the close of your 
remarks you expressed some doubts in relation 
to your own eternal safety. You “at times 
was apprehensive that you, yourself might be a 
cast-away,” &c. Now Sir, as I said in the be- 
ginning so I now say ; your sincerity is not de- 
nied. You are doubtless much better than the 
abominable characters whom you said would 
not only be out of the “ new heaven,” but would 
be in that lake of fire prepared for the devil and 
his angels, But Sir, admitting fora moment, 
that one as good as yourself should finally be 
cast away, and that one @hois not so holy, 
should be found at last among the elect, will you 
be kind enough to inform me whether or not 
beth will receive according te the deeds done 
in the body ? Remember Sir, that there is an 
infinite difference between a state of endless 
misery, and that heaven which you so pathetic- 
ally descrited. But we cannot stop here. We 
} were instructed by you, that after all that you 
and others have said upon the necessity of 
works, &c. that heaven is not tobe obtained by 
creaturly exertions. Then 1 beg to know, Sir, 
if mankind can ever, on this ground, be punish- 
ed according to their demerit or rewarded ac- 
cording to their merit. If I understood you,the 
idea may be inferred from your discourse, that 
we by no means receive our rewards and pun- 
ishments here, and of course, if at all, we are to 
receive them heresfiez ; and this being the case, 
I wish to know wh~ther there is an infinite de- 
merit in sin? = %& 04 «vill probably answer yes. 
Then I ask again ; 2s there an infinite merit 








in faith? You will probably answer no. Then 
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weto obtain a residence in your new 
nat An answer to this inquiry is furnish- 
ed in vour discourse. We are to be justified 
by the imputed righteousness of Christ. Very 
well. Then I demand will mankind at the fu- 
ture day of judgment, of which you gaveus a 
brief description, be rewarded according to their 
own works? Ifso, then why impute the right- 
eousness of Christ? [f they are not thus re- 


“warded, why judge them at all ? 


Again: In support of the idea that there 
shall be a new heaven and anewearth, you 
very ingeniously quoted Rev. xxi. 5. “ And he 
that sat npon the throne said, Behold I make 
all things new.” Now, you mace use of this 


text to prove, that in fact there should be an en- 


tire new arrangement and organigation of the 
heavens and earth. The new heaven was rep- 
resented and considered as then to appear in its 
loveliness, and the eartli, to be renovated, &c. 
J assent for the present to this idea ; but one 
thing obtrudes upon my mind in the form of an 
objection to what you then advanced which I 
must express with a view to obtain from you 
some further “ light upon the subject.” In. the 
same chapterl read the following. “ Behold 
the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will 
dwell with them, and they shall be his people, 
and God himself will be vith them, and be their 
God. And God will wipe all tears from their 
eyes ; and there shall be no more death neither 
sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain for the former things are passed away. 
Now Sir, you applied this passage literally,and 
I wish to know, where that place of weeping and 
wailing shall be, when this event shall be ac- 
complished ? Another thing which seems to 
have escaped your notice I will venture to men- 
tion, Inthe preceding chapter I read, that 
* death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.” 
Now Sir, what becomes of that awful place in 
which your wicked unregenerated neighbors are 
to be confined to eternity ? Perhaps you may 
tell me that the hell there spoken of is Hades, 
and not the place of endless torment. Then I 
will admit the fact for your accommodation.— 
But endless are the diffculties connected with 
your ideas upon this subjuct. Like a Pheonix, 
from the ashes of hades arises another question. 
Him that sat upon the throne said, Behold I 
make ALL THINGS new. The Rey. Professor 
Stewart of Andover, has told us, that this, and 
similar passages should be rendered “ the whole 
universe,” and I presume not to deny the testi- 
mony of soeminenta scholar. The text,then must 
read, “* behold I make the whole universe new.” 


From your argument I could easily imagine how 


new heavens and earth could be made, a: 
thought I could in some degree realize the pat 
cessity and importance of such change, But 
Hell you must admit is as important a place as 
either earth or heaven ; and the question I wish 
to ask, isthis. When He that sat upon the 
throne said, behold I make all things new, did 
he make anew newt forthe wicked? 


I hope, dear Sir, that you will lose no time in 
replying to these inquiries, for in my estimation 
they are somewhat important to you as well as 


myself and an enlightened public. 
With sentiments of respect and personal es- 


teem, I am, Sir, yours, &c. 
NEW STYLE. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
“HORRID CUSTOM.” 


“In some parts of Abyssinia and the afija- 
cent territories, a native seldom scruples to kill 
even his companion on the road, in order to pos- 
sess himself of the most trifling article of value, 
if he entertains a hope of doing it with impunity 
—but, says Mr. Buckhardt, the retaliation of 
blood exists in full force. Among the Hallenga, 
who drew their origin from Abyssinia, a horri- 
ble custom is said to attend the revenge of 
blood. When the slayer has been seized by the 
relatives of the deceased, a family feast is pro- 
claimed, at which the murderer is brought in the 
the midst of them, bound, and while his throat 
is slowly cut with a razor, the blood is caught in 
a bowl and handed round among the guests, ev- 
ery one of whom is bound to drink of it at the 
moment of breathing his last! Would those 
who ridicule the efforts of christians to evange- 
lize the heathen—who affect to consider them in 
a state of happy ignorance, and that the religion 
of nature is the best—not be staggered at ae- 
counts like this? How happy would it be for 
these people if the light of the gospel could be 
made to shine on them.” —Buffalo Emporium of 
the 29th ult. 


REMARKS. 
Although the Editors of the Emporium have 
not thought it expedient to give their readers a 
clue to the source from which the above was de- 
rived, yet the character of the production re- 
moves all doubts as toits legitimate origin. It 
adds another, to the long list of missionary fab- 
rications, which are seat avroad to delude the ig- 
norant, to entrap the unwary, to remove the 
scruples of the doubting, to invigorate the droop- 
ing zeal of the bigot, and finally to expand the 
purse-strings of a christian community. The 
whole story is a deliberate falsehood. If the 
reader will take upon himself the trouble of ex- 
amining the history of Abyssinia, he will pro- 
nounce the “ horrid custom” an infamous libel 
upon the character of its inhabitants; and be- 
lieve with me, that it was promulgated, to ab- 
swer the ends of that avarice, which wrapped in 
a mantle of affected sanctity, preys so incessant- 
ly upon the very vitals of public morals and 
christian benevolence. 
_ What proof has the writer that “the Hallen- 
ga drew their origin from Abyssinia.” [I call 
upon him to point ont the country of “the Hal- 
lenga,” and if such a people exist, to give a sin- 


the Abyssinians were guilty of the “ horrid cus- 





| tom,” and at what peried they imparted it to 


gle trace of their origin, to show at what time. 
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their kindred who became the inhabitants of an- trumpery about the distant heathen, which has 
other region. no foundation in truth. 





At the remotest period to which we are car- | MENTOR. 
ried into this country by the lights of history, | —_ 
we find the inhabitants more docile and less fe- | EXTRACT. 
rocious than the northern barbarians, or the | “ Jt is bettur to go to the house of mourning than to . 
tribes of the wandering Arabs. Although their | the house of feasting. 


jurisprudence, manners, habits and religion bear | “ It was one of the coldest nights of the sea- 
upon them the evidences of ignorance and su- | son. The wind blew with remorseless violence ; 
perstition, yet their punishments have never Aunt Eunice was herself ill, and begged I would 
been distinguished, by a dividend of the blood step up an see how the poor woman was. 
of the victim, among those who had suffered by | entered the habitation. It wasa poor shelter.— 
his crimes. Indeed these people are or profess | The pale moon beams played un the fleor through 
to be christians, but are strangers to English or | the chinks, and the wind whistled through the 
American orthodoxy. The Jewish religion was | broken windows. On the bed, pale and ema- 
revalent among them until near the middie of | ciated with a fever, lay the poor woman. Ina 
the 4th century, at which time it was succeeded | cradle by the side of the bed, wrapped in a sin- 
by the mild doctrines of the redeemer. Fru-/ gle rug, slept an infant, and in the corner over 
mentius was ordained the first Bishop of the Ab- | a smail fire, sat a little boy about five years old. 
yssinians about three hundred and thirty or for-| There was no other beigg in the house: no 
ty years subsequent to the birth of Christ. friend to soothe her distress: no nurse to mois- 
About eleven hundred years afterwards the | ten her burning lips with adrop of water. Poy- 
Romish faith was introduced into Abyssinia.— j erty has few allurements; sickness has none; 
After a succession of revolutions in the religion | and prudery and uncharitableness readily avail- 
of the kingdom the reigning prince was conver- | ed themselves of the frailties of the poor sufferer 
ted in 1626, the church consecrated anew, the | to excuse their neglect. 
christian adults and children rebaptized and the I stepped out to procure a loaf of bread for 
catholic world shouted aloud for joy. But the | the childreh; I was not long and on returning 
conduct of the clergy wasso oppressive that the j to the door, the sound of a footstep on the floor 
hierarchy was abolished, after a continuance of | told me somebody was within. it wasa plea- 
six or seven years ; the officers and servants of; sant sight! A young female friend whose genius 
the church however, were permitted to remain | is not unkvown to her literary acquaintance— 
unmolested until the early part of the 17th cen- | whose virtues and amiable disposition, combin- 
tury, when it is believed some of the clergy were | ed with a peculiar agreeableness of manners, 
executed, and there has since been few or no/ render her beloved as extensively as she is 
catholics in the kingdom. known, had preferred to the gay scenes of mirth 
The Abyssinian church is at this time govern- | or the charms of a novel, a lone and unostenta- 
ed bya Patriarch, who is required to bea native | tious visit to the house of poverty and the bed 
of the country. Church lands are extensive, | of sickness / Like an angel of mercy, she was 
monks and convents are numerous, and the | administering to the comfort of the poor woman 
priests have a maintenance assigned them. Dr. | and her infant. 
Morse says “‘ there is no country in the worldin} I haveseenthe assemblies of the great. I 
which there are so many churches as in Abys-| have seen woman glowing with beauty, arrayed 
sinia.” The people it is true are deplorably | in the richest attractions of dress, whose charms 
ignorant, and their government is despotic, but | were heightened by the “ pride and pomp, and 
it is not true that murders and assassinations are | circumstance” of ‘elegant conviviality.” A 
unhesitating!y committed among them to obtain | lovely woman, in such a scene, irresistibly com- 
articles of trifling value, or that the “ horrid cus-| mands our admiration. But alone—at the bed 
tom” prevails among them, or among any other | of poverty and sickness—she appears more than 
people yet known to civilized man. The most | human, I would not be impious, but she seems 
‘horrid’ cruelties recorded in the history of man-| almost divine. What hath raised the lovely 
kind were devised by the clergy to crush the} M above her companions? O reiigion!— 
heresies of the church, during the 15th and 16th | thou hast shed thy benign influence over her 
centuries. , mind.— Religion ! thou soothest our griefs ; thou 
I do not doubt the holy influences of the re- | pluckest from the wounded mind the rooted sor- 
deemer’s religion, if taught and accepted in its | row; thou exaltest the soul in love to God, and 
purity. Butif the heathen are to be evangeliz- | to our fellow creatures! Would to Heaven thy 
ed by fabrications, which serve up dishes of | influence was most prevalent over the human 
kindred gore to sooth the grief of an injured | heart ! : 
friend or family, and to avenge a country’s | 
wrongs; the work goes bravely on. Nothing FROM THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
is wanting but more money, and nothing seems} Mr. Editor,—The following original anec- 
to beso much relied upon to enlarge the public | dote I received from « respectable source, and 
liberality by awakening the sympathies and a- | it is at your servic: 
larming the fears of the pious, as this pathetic{ Atthe dedication ef a Methodist meeting- 
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Iv come to anend. Hear the inspired Apostle 
to the Hebrews, “ Forasmuch then as the chil- 
dren are partakers of the flesh and blood; he 
himself also took part of the same, that through 
death, he might destroy him whe had the power 
of death ; that is the devil; and deliver them 
who through fear of death, were all their 
lifetime subject to bondage.” Hence all his 
renovated disciples, may triumphantly exult, in 
the language of the same Apostle: “ Oh death, 
where is thy sting! Oh grave, where is thy vic- 
tory!” To them, the resurrection in immortal 
life by their Saviour, is a most consolatory and 
cheering consideration. It solves a question of 
the highest importance: viz. Is death forever to 
remain a conqueror? He is not. For the righ- 
teous in Christ are “ prisoners of hope.” 
Although there is no discharge in the war of 
death, as all mankind must become captives to 
it; yet by the resurrection of the blessed Re- 
deemer, there will be a general discharge from 
the abode of corruption, the prison of the grave. 
When he shall make his second appearance in 
the visible heavens, the obedient grave and sea 
will give up their dead; destruction ‘itself shall 
hear and obey his call; and the chains of death 
shall no longer be strong. With almighty pow- 
er and infinite glory, he will destroy the forces 
and dominion of death. These tremendous e- 


vents, which will spread desolation and aston- 
ishment through the globe, will reanimate the 
bodies, inflame the love, and invigorate the hopes 


of the redeemed. TheJudge, the King ofkings 
and Lord of lords, will vouchsafe to confess their 
names, and to commemorate their fidelity, be- 
fore all the inhabitants of the skies, and the 
whole assembled world. In pleasing, or in 
anxious terrific expectations, Adam and all his 
posterity will be engaged. The angelic hosts 
will continue to wonder and adore, but with new 
admiration. Death will then be swallowed up 
in victory. Perfect happiness and consummate 
felicity will be the consequences to the renovat- 
ed human race.. This will be the issue of that 
war from which we cannot be discharged till af- 
tera defeat. Let us now anticipate the joy with 
which we shall lift up our heads at the general 
resurrection, when we shall see our complete 
salvation drawing nigh. What though we die 
and moulder in the grave! And what though 
the last memorial of our names may have long 
perished from the earth Yet, when the Lord 
himself descends from heaven with that_earth- 
rending shout, when the trumpet shalt und, 
the dead shall live ; like his dead body shall we 
revive. Then it will appear that our names 
have been recorded in the Lamb’s book of life. 
— Brown. 

Sympathy.—It is a pure stream that swells 
the tide of sympathy— it is an excellent heart 
that interests itself in the feelings of others—it 
is a heaven-like disposition that engages the af- 
fections, and extorts a sympathetic tear for the 

aisfortunes of a friend.—Mankind are ever sub- 





ject to ills, infirmities and disappointments.— 
Every breast at some particular period, ex- 
periences sorrow and distress, but sympa- 
pathy is the balm that heals these wounds. Ifa 
person, who has lost a precious friend, can find 
another who will feelingly participate in his 
— he is well nigh compensated for his 
oss. 


rere 
POETRY. 


I will sing praise to thy name, O thou most High. 








FROM THE MASS. SPY. 
RESIGNATION. 
“ Thy Will be done.” —BIBLE. 


When sorrow casts its shade around, 
And pleasure seems our course to shun, 
When vought, but grief and care is found 
How sweet to say—‘ Thy will be done. 


When sickness lends its pallid hue, 
And every dream of bliss has flown, 
When quickly from the fading view 
Recede the joys that once were known. 
The soul resign’d will still rejoice, 
Though life’s last round is nearly run ; 
With humble faith and trembling voice, 
It whispers soft—‘ Thy will be done.’ 


When call’d to mourn the early doom 
Of one, affection held most dear, 
While o’er the closing silent tomb 
The bleeding heart distills the tear ; 
Though love its tribute sad will pay, 
And earthly streams of solace shun, 
Still, still the humble sou! will say, 
In lowly dust—‘ Thy will be done.’ 


Whate’er, O Lord, thou hast design’d, 
To bring my soul to thee in trust— 
If mercies, or afflictions kind, 
For all thy dealings, Lord, are just— 
Take all, but grant, in goodness free, 
That love which ne’er thy stroke would shun: 
Support this heart, and strengthen me 
Tosay in faith—* Thy will be done.’ 


NOTICE.—The annual meeting of the First U- 
niversalist Society of the village of Buffalo will be 
held according to adjournment, at the Court House 
on Thursday next, at 7 o’clock, P. M. A general 
attendance of those friendly to the cause of truth are 
requested. Per Order. 


_—=— 


I> The Patrons of the Gospel Advocate residing 
in Chautauque County, are informed that they 
can have their volumes bound by applying to Burton 
& Spafford, Fredonia. 


R. W. Haskins & Co. will attend to the binding 
of the Advocate with promptitude if requested, at 
their Bzok Store and Bindery at Buffalo. 


Erratum.—On page 17, No. 3, line 21, for, He 
saw the Lord with his fleshly eyes, read, He saw the 
land with, &c. . 
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